Appl. No. 09/747,525 

Amdt. Dated March 2, 2004 

Reply to Office Action of September 9, 2003 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in this 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

Claims 1 - 37 (canceled). 

38 (Previously Presented): A melting plate candle comprising a meltable solid 
fuel selected from the group consisting of gels and solid waxes, a consumable wick, and 
a heat conductive concave melting plate upon which said fuel rests, said melting plate 
comprising a heat conductive lobe by which heat is conducted from a flame upon said 
wick to said melting plate whereby a pool of heated liquid fuel is created, said melting 
plate being configured to cause the flow of said heated liquid fuel to said wick for 
combustion, and said plate and said lobe are configured so as to cooperatively engage 
said fuel. 

39 (Currently Amended): The melting plate candle of claim 38, wherein said 
meltable solid fuel and consumable wick comprise a replaceable fuel element. 
oompr i sos a rop l acoab l o fuel e l omont consist i ng of a consumab l e wick and a so l id fuo l 
conf i gurod to oooporat i vo l y engage sa i d hoat conduct i ve mo l ting plato and l obo. 

40 (Previously Presented): The melting plate candle of claim 39, wherein the 
replaceable fuel element further comprises a starter bump on the top surface in close 
proximity but not in contact with said wick for ease of lighting said wick. 

41 (Currently Amended): The melting plate candle of claim 38, wherein the 
r e p l aceable fuo l o l omont consists e ssent i a ll y of a meltable solid fuel is a replaceable 
fuel element configured to cooperatively engage a consumable wick positioned on said 
heat conductive melting plate. 
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42 (Previously Presented): The melting plate candle of claim 41 , wherein the 
replaceable fuel element further comprises a starter bump on the top surface in close 
proximity but not in contact with said wick for ease of lighting said wick. 

43 (Previously Presented): The melting plate candle of Claim 38, wherein said 
heat conductive melting plate further comprises a wick holder with fins. 

44 (Currently Amended): The melting plate candle of claim 43, wherein said 
meltable solid fuel oompr i sos a r e placeable fuo l o l omont cons i ot i ng of a consumab l o 
wick and a solid fuol is configured to cooperatively engage said heat conductive 
melting plate, lobe, and wick holder with fins. 

45 (Currently Amended): The melting plate candle of claim 44, wherein the 
replaceab l e fuo l o l omont meltable solid fuel further comprises a starter bump on the top 
surface in close proximity but not in contact with said wick for ease of lighting said wick. 

46 (Currently Amended): The melting plate candle of claim 43, wherein the 
replaceab l e fuo l o l omont cons i sts essent i ally of a meltable solid fuel is configured to 
cooperatively engage a consumable wick positioned in said wick holder with fins. 

47 (Currently Amended): The melting plate candle of claim 46, wherein the 
rep l aceab l e fuo l o l omont meltable solid fuel further comprises a starter bump on the top 
surface in close proximity but not in contact with said wick for ease of lighting said wick. 

48 (Previously Presented): A melting plate candle comprising a replaceable fuel 
element and a consumable wick, a fuel holder comprising a heat conductive melting 
plate having a heat conductive lobe to collect heat from a flame at said wick and 
conduct said heat to said replaceable fuel element to thereby melt said fuel and form a 
pool of liquid fuel on the surface of said melting plate, wherein said fuel holder is 
configured to position and engage said replaceable fuel element for rapid melting, and 
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wherein said melting plate is shaped so as to cause said pool of liquid fuel to flow to 
said wick. 

49 (Currently Amended): The melting plate candle of claim 48, wherein said 
replaceable fuel element is comprised of said oompr i sos a consumable wick and a-solid 
fuel , and said replaceable fuel element is configured to cooperatively engage said heat 
conductive melting plate and lobe. 

50 (Currently Amended): The melting plate candle of claim 49 48, wherein the 
replaceable fuel element further comprises a starter bump on the top surface in close 
proximity but not in contact with said wick for ease of lighting said wick and wherein the 
temperature of said pool of liquid fuel exceeds a temperature of about 180° F. at a point 
about 10 mm from said wick, and about 160° F at a point about 20 mm from said wick. 

51 (Previously Presented): The melting plate candle of claim 48, wherein the 
replaceable fuel element consists essentially of a meltable solid fuel configured to 
cooperatively engage a consumable wick positioned on said heat conductive melting 
plate. 

52 (Previously Presented): The melting plate candle of claim 51 , wherein the 
replaceable fuel element further comprises a starter bump on the top surface in close 
proximity but not in contact with said wick for ease of lighting said wick. 

53 (Previously Presented): The melting plate candle of Claim 48, wherein said 
heat conductive melting plate further comprises a wick holder with fins. 

54 (Currently Amended): The melting plate candle of claim 53, wherein said 
replaceable fuel element cons i sts of a consumab l e w i ck and a oo li d fuol |s configured to 
cooperatively engage said heat conductive melting plate, lobe, and wick holder with 
fins. 
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55 (Previously Presented): The melting plate candle of claim 54, wherein the 
replaceable fuel element further comprises a starter bump on the top surface in close 
proximity but not in contact with said wick for ease of lighting said wick. 

56 (Previously Presented): The melting plate candle of claim 53, wherein said 
replaceable fuel element consists essentially of a meltable solid fuel configured to 
cooperatively engage a consumable wick positioned in said wick holder with fins. 

57 (Previously Presented): The melting plate candle of claim 56, wherein the 
replaceable fuel element further comprises a starter bump on the top surface in close 
proximity but not in contact with said wick for ease of lighting said wick. 



Page 5 of 8 



